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ABSTRACT 

This KIDS COUNT report examines trends in the well-being of 
Vermont’s youth. The report balances at-risk youth data with survey results 
related to "positive youth development," an approach that promotes beneficial 
attributes of youth and their communities . Following an introduction and 
discussion of positive youth development and youth well-being in context, a 
statistical portrait of Vermont’s youth by school district is presented based 
on 15 indicators encompassing both developmental assets and risk behaviors. 
The positive indicators are: (1) other adult relationships; (2) community 

values youth; (3) adult role models; (4) youth programs; (5) school 
engagement; (6) responsibility; (7) interpersonal competence; (8) self- 
esteem; and (9) parents talk about school. The negative indicators are: (1) 

tobacco use; (2) alcohol use; (3) inhalant use; (4) sexual activity; (5) 
estimated graduation rate; and (6) involvement with the juvenile justice 
system. The report asserts that most of Vermont’s young people are engaged in 
learning, involved in youth programs, able to understand their 
responsibilities, and have parents who ask them about school. Most do not 
smoke, use inhalants to get high, or get in trouble with the law. Often, they 
attain these assets without having adult role models and while not feeling 
valued by their communities. The report concludes with notes on statistics 
and methodology. (EV) 
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Errata 



On page 3, the second paragraph on the right, third sentence should read: 

Far more sixth-graders felt valued by their communities than did seniors — 37 percent compared to 17 percent. 

On page 29, the fifth paragraph down should read: 

Less than 50 percent of eighth and twelfth-graders reported having “interpersonal competency” and “other responsible 
adults” in their lives, and slightly over 50 percent of young men and less than 50 percent of young women reported 
having a sense of self-esteem. 

On pages 34 and 35, the year in the heading should be 1999, not 1998. 
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Photographs 

Stefan Hard, T/mes Argus 

Archival photographs, former students of Carley Stevens-McLaughlin, Montpelier High School 

Madeleine Newcomb 
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In fact, some researchers see this temporary resistance to norms ‘'as an essential 
component of a healthful adolescent experience and even as contributing to 
optimum development ” Often these behaviors represent “the natural 
process of separating from parents and establishing an identity” 
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Milton School District, 8th grade 41 12 22 58 Windsor Southwest SU, 8th grade 53 15 31 57 

Milton School District, 12th grade 35 9 22 46 Windsor Southwest SU, 12th grade 52 10 15 54 

Montpelier School District, 8th grade 53 20 39 65 Vermont, 8th grade 44 23 30 64 

Montpelier School District, 12th grade 51 13 36 70 Vermont, 12th grade 49 17 24 61 

NA: School District or Supervisory Union did not participate in survey. Search Institute, 1998 
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NA: SD or SU did not participate in survey ** Results are not included for grades with fewer than 20 students, 1999 Vermont Youth Risk Behavior Survey 
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A sizable minority of students went beyond an occasional cigarette to develop a regu- 
lar habit. Over one-fifth of high school seniors smoked regularly (at least one cigarette 
daily). Overall, 13 percent of students in grades eight through 12 were daily smokers. 





ERIC 



22 



o 









s 

4-^ 

St 

0 

1 



H 

Z 

P 

o 

u 

X 

H 

p 






O 

ERIC 



s ^ 
.2 ^ 
^-4 

cd cd 

c 

QJ 

S E 

lo ’*E 
o .2 

i? c/5 

cx >. 

_r- -C 

*£ ex 
13 j:: 

<u 

^ ■? 
.2 ^ 
3 E 

P OJ 
0-1 2 

c S 

CX 

^ vj 



(j 

a. 3 
p d 



<U CX 

"TS 

C3 DO 



'O DO 
O 

U <4- 

c o 

CD 



X) E 



^ c/3 
03 



S Z 



U 

U 

03 

<U 

L» 

IS 

CU 

> 

o 

o 

E 

c 



CT3 QJ J3 






P 

03 

M 

3 

"o 

X 
0 
u 

< ^ 



- c 

^ -S 

03 ^ 

>- O 
C !> 

OJ 

"TS OJ 

E ? I 

QJ ^ 

Q. O 

t ^ 

P 

- kO 

<u 

in 

P P 

'S 

03 Q 
QJ £ 

.S 

2 -g 

03 



c/3 
QJ 

U O 
C O. 

O' ’S 

c/3 ,Xi 

c .tt 

o ^ 
c 



E 

u <L> 
O > 

c/3 P 

< I 

s 1 

B 

i? 

D-i <u 

S 3 

OJ :3 

o 



03 ^ 

’u § 

o .2 



T3 

13 

C-l-l 

o 

C^ 

13 

x: 

p 

O oi 

^ P 

i2 ^ 
^ O 

cd cj 



«« 

O 

T3 

(U 

s 

1j 

<U 

k-i 

03 



c c 
O S 
■p T3 



^ CO c/5 



P 

CO 

C 

CD 



P3 c -t: 



Pi -:aS 

P c 

0$ >73 



•TP 

o c 

p p 

^ +-* 

rrt 



T3 



£r 

P 



03 

3 

CL 

o 

CL 

S 

P 



p 

o p 



c 

03 

00 

c 

:s 

c 



-O ^ 



,o P2 



rt c 



p P <L P 



P 

-T3 

cd 

00 

C 

o 

E 



• p 
-T3 
cd 

E 

<& 
in 
P 
00 
. ^ 



XJ 

■? 



T3 

C 

P 

c 

o 

p 



o 

X 

03 

P 

o 

c-l-l 

o 



. E 

03 

CO 

P 

Xi 

T3 

P 

4-^ 

cd 

> 



E p 

O 

CO S-I 

p « 

p CO 

q=l ^ 
P -2 
CL 
^ O 

P CO 

S-H 
P 

^ 00 
p s 
^ p 
52 p 



p 



P n-l 

OJ ^ 
+-• 4_ 

00 O 

o ^ 

cd Qj 
00 ^ 
C P 

^ £ 
c ^ 



o 

E 

>- 



E 

p 

o x: 



c X 

U( c 
p p 
+-> P 

m O 
W >1 
CL cd 



CQ ' 

c/5 

T3 

C 

p 

’<£ 

x: 



o 



x< 

c 



c 



CL 

P 

o 



X 

03 

x: 

o 



x: 

H 

o< 

On 

o\ 



^ '2 



-T3 

p 



C 

O 

E 

>-i 



c 

p 

p 

Ui 

p 

CL 

X) 



03 

X5 

O 

fO 

p 

00 

c 



o ^ 



JJ 

13 


P 

I-l 


O 


p 

cd 

p 


CO 

C 


a 


P 


C 

P 


CO 


O 

P 


p 


O 


P 

Vh 

P 


C 

P 


X 

cd 


p 




CL 


13 


x: 


CO 

CO 




P 


cXi 


X 


p 


o 


r; 


CO 


p 


I»l 


CL 




cd 


>> 


CL 


P 




x: 


P 


V-4 

P 

P 


k-i 

CO 


m 

On 

ON 


I- 


> 

Vh 

P 

CO 



o 

m 

CO 

p 

o 
'> 
. p 



m 

m 



^ x: 



cd 

p 

CL 



CL 

*p 



P 
CL 
? m 
>, in 

s i 

^ cl 

s g 

o^ ^ 

-C O 

E 

w 

c c 
p ’C 

p 

u< X 

O O 
^ xi 
-TP O 

c ^ 

& ^ 

2^ o 

2 s 

■S s 
c 2 
a o 

<u X 
r\ . cd 

x: 

s s 

O T3 

^ 3 

c ^ 

I " 

»s 00 

I 



m 

00 X) 

E 

•n o 

p p 
^ 2 
c in 
*P 

c 2; 

-ii p 

^ xi 



c ’t: 
S2 

'o — 

O CO 

X3 

P ^ 

CO 

x: p 
.2P ^ 
!S r^ 

C-I—I ^ 

o 



p 

p v6 

^ -3 
H ^ 

^ p 

in ^ 

s 

2 I 

p 

c c 
’3 ^ 

c 

p 



c 

, p 

^ p 
P Ui 

CL P 
OO ^ 

m o 

c 



O xt 00 



c 

p 2 

p xi 



p p 

X) CL 



cd 
On 

2 ^ 
X 

.S o 

4^ <n 
C p 
p xt 



C 



I O 

E 



-Tp ^ 



P 

00 

c 

iS 

c 



X ® 
p ^ 

c ^ 
■S 00 
c 

1 

x: 



^ o 

<=> -E 
o ^ 
x: 

p 



X 

p 



CO 

CO >-i 

p 

*1 4 

00 bO 

c 



o 

CL 



2 c 

Xh p 

-3 

13 p 



.S 

X X 

c ^ 

,5 00 

^ c 

p 

X 



rS 

c 



CL 

P 

P 



00 

c 

c 



c 

o 

E 

}-l 



p 

CL 

O 

m 

4— • 
CO 

o 

B 



C4_i 

O p 

4-- 00 

c c 

s s 
1.^ 
p 



P X 

^ c 

x: E 

^ o 

C 4.^ 

P c 

^ p 

H 2 

• p 
^ CL 

-2 ^ 
X cn 

o o 

m 4^ 

4-* 

« B 
a. « 

p ^ 

■3 E 

c 8 



p r>. 

p 

> c 



O -Tp 

c 

C4-I cd 

o r- 

P On 



P 

CL 

m 

E 

I 

ON 

On 



On 
C 

8 ^ 
p S 

^ 4.^ 

p c 

-Z3 P 

S 2 

■ — ' p 

X CL 

00 ^ 
c ^ 

cd o 

x: ^ 

p ^ 

p s 

Cd ^ 



00 00 

•S .S -5 m2 




23 



IN 



€ 







4^ 

o 



I 



H 

Z 

D 

o 

u 

X 





OA 



NA: SD or SU did not participate in survey Results are not included for grades with fewer than 20 students. 1999 Vermont Youth Risk Behavior Survey 



V. 

o 

S' 

cs; 



s 

0 

1 






l5 

H 



Z 

D 

O 

U 

X 

H 



D 







DO OJ 

G x: 



G 

-T 3 



G C 



5 ^ 



C 



G 

g. 



O 

Cl. 



S .s 

O <u 

Jr « 

G <L> 



DO 

ON 

ON 



<U 



u 

.s 

G 

^ o 

t3 ^ . 

(U (U 



_ O 

<u o 5 

-T3 ^ 

^ OJ 
O G JC 
Vh G3 G 

«« H 

OJ QJ _c 
>.-73 

^ ^ > 

^ 



OJ 

T 3 r^ 

CC (N 
& T3 
-G S 

G3 r^ 
OJ ON 
^ ON 



DO • 

G 

O 



rX Cl. 
JC CNJ 

• SP ^ 

■qj C 
C O 



<L> 

V-i 

(U 

O 

X 

in 

G 

(U 

dj 

C 

O 

E 

>-i 

'4-h 

O 

c 

OJ 

u 



G 

O 

-T3 



G 

cd 

JC 

,c 

T3 

<U 



<1> 

> 

0> 

T3 

cd 

JC 

(L> 



-G 


CO -r^ 
<u ^ 


M-i 


-C 


in 


dJ 


2 




HD 


On 


4-* 

Vh 


to 

to to 




OJ 


On 


O 




c 


V-i 




G. 


O CO 


o 


O 


G 


dJ 

u* 

dj 


F^ 

£ .^2 
V-i Vh 


w 

E 

t-i 


G. 

a> 


4«4 

G 


in 

G 

’< 


<^j= 
0> DO 

•£ 1g 




ON 

ON 

On 


Q> 

L> 

U 

OJ 

G 



DO 
. O 
fO 

C|_4 ^ 

o .!:> 



-C ^ 

(u ^ ij: 

X X dJ 



On <u 
On 

2; ^ 
^ (U 

C ^ 

, c 

CO 



X) ^ 
.G ^ 

H nj 

Ui 

v2 o 
« Cl. 

^ E 



rs 

X 

G 



J 2 

(U G 

-C 

c 

DO rt 
G JC 
.G -G ON 
'G (L> ^ 

G GO ^ 
G rt G 

O >..G 

£ S S 

u 



G JC 

<u 

E 

.G U 

W Ic 
G. ^ 
X 1 



O 

X 



dJ 

G. 



c ^ 

S ^ 
E ^ 
§-.£ 



oj dj 

"g. ^ 

O <i> 

dJ C 

C^ g 

DO 

G (U 
G -C 

P 

>- DJC 



o 

2 



-G 

<u 

03 

G- 



> 

(U 

T3 

G 

^O 

+-• 

O 

E 



DO 

*G S 

>^ u 
u 

ON 
<L> On 

^ 2 
I •£ 

C 



-a 

c G O 



DO 

c« 



'G O 

*S E 



D 

w 

G 

c 

0 

0 

X 

c 



<« 3 

'•-* DO 

U Q> 
3 V- 

'G CO 
O G 
J-. G 

2 G 

0 G 

-G 4^ 

0> r. 

g o 

1 s 

pG I-i 

OJ 

S 



DO 

cd 

E 

n3 

T3 



C 

(U 

G 



— E 

- o3 G 



<y 

dj 



E -G 
^ S 

^ o 



OJ 

G. 

-G 

G 

CO 



0) 

DO 

03 

•4— > 

c 

(U 



OJ c 
-G 03 
to ^ 

G -G 

2 ^ 

DO <2 

G G 



cO 

T3 



CO 

E 



'c 



o 

c 

O 

CO 

‘o 

G. 

OJ 

V-i 

CO 



5 i> 

^ 3 
■B, g 
a S 

E g 

OJ O 

^ E 
<" « 
‘'J _ 

G 2 

i ^ 

^ g 



DO 

^C 

*G 

CO 

dj 

X 



G CO 

B I 

J-H 

dJ ^ 



QJ 

DO 


to 


CO 

V-i 


G 

2 

G 


to 

V-i 

O 


-4-* 

to 

to 

u> 


o 

G 

to 


G 

G 

:2 


<f|-I 

o 

(U 

u 

'■4-* 


CO 

Vh 

O 

o 


tG 

G 

(U 

> 

(U 


OJ 

to 

OJ 

fG 


to 

3 

u 


CO 

3 

u 

to 

G 


G 

u 

G 


G 

G 

CO 

V-i 

cu 


u 


q:: 




C 


3 


E 


to 




G 

OJ 


G 

G 

CO 


G 

fG 

to 


to 

U 


G 

G 

CO 


■a 

g 


t> 


O 


fG 

to 


CO 

Ui 

to 

r-i 


4«4 

G 

CO 


E 

dJ 

fG 


u 

CO 

G 

u> 


e" 

<L> 


«U 

dJ 

u 

G 


Ui 

>-F* 

CO 

E 


1> 

to 

G 

C 


U. 

CO 

f2 

"u 

to 


fG 

c 

OJ 

to 


u 

(U 

fG 


CO 

U 

E 


Ss 

to 

<U 

G 


<u 

'C 

G 

X 


OJ 

G 

O 

G 


cO 


cO 

fG 


G 


fG 


u. 

G 


G 

£ 


dJ 


.E 


fG 


u 




CO 


tu 




CO 


3 


G 


G 

to 


fB 


4> 

G 


fG 


.1 


E 


Ut 

G 



OJ 



DO 

G 



OJ 



G 
O 

-3 2 

dJ G 

V-. 4-> 

2 

^►S 
•E 13 
fB" g 

OJ O 
fG ' 



OJ 



CO 



fG z:. 

>. w 

CO fG 

E H 

CO fli 

:e 



S) 



lo ^ 

QJ CO 
fG OJ 

u « 

dj in 
fG 'G 

G 

4-* (U 

G 

o H 

CO c 

to o 
G -n 
DO 

*co G 
G. M-. 

i'S 

- i 

^ E 

S 

^ .E 

CO dJ 



3 2 
Oh Gm 




PO 

PM 






o 






s 



s 

o 



V 



H 

2 

D 

O 

u 

X 





2R 



NA: SD or SU did not participate in survey Results are not included for grades with fewer than 20 students. 1999 Vermont Youth Risk Behavior Survey 
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